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he appeared near her house disguised as an ardent devotee
of Siva. She was happy to get a new guest for the day. After
washing his feet1 she offered him food. As she was serving
payasam, pretending it to be too hot for him to bear, he let
it go exclaiming "Narayana, Narayana", the mention of
whose name she would not tolerate. The annoyed lady at
once hit his head with the laddie in her hand. The blow was
so hard that his head split into five pieces bleeding
profusely. In the place of her guest appeared a Siva Linga,
with its top broken into five. Japala stood astonished. Before
she could comprehend, she saw Lord Siva right in front of
her, with Parvati as his left half. He was seated on the bull
and accompanied by celestials and Siva ganas. He declared
that he was immensely pleased. "This Linga will hereafter
be known as Uttarakeswara. I will Be ever present in it
granting the wishes of its worshippers. Those that worship
it on the fourteenth day after the full moon in the month of
Chaitra will be very dear to me. Now is the time for you to
come to my abode Kailasa and stay with your husband
Nandi for ever".
The Lord vanished. Japala's mortal coil fell and those
present could behold her celestial body rise higher and
higher.
Chapter 69 of Sthalapuranam.
Note : This place is inow known as Vyasa Ashram,
Yerpedu about 15 km to the west of Sri Kalahasti.
Suddha Saiva-miti proktam Veera Saiva-matah srunu
Sarveshaamapi Saivaanaam Veera Saivam mahattarah I I
Veerasaivam is considered to be pure Saivam, So it is
better than other disciplines.